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Why a limited guardianship for mental 
health care purposes?

Have you been involved in the mental health care of 
a loved one?  Do you assist them in complying with their 
mental health care treatment plan?  Are you concerned 
about a loved one’s compliance with their mental health 
care treatment plan once the individual reaches the age of 
18, or if they are an adult?  

Once a person reaches age 18, they may stop your 
involvement in their mental health treatment plan. A 
limited guardianship for mental health care purposes may 
ensure your continued involvement, and may avoid the 
need for involuntary civil commitment by ensuring mental 
health treatment sooner rather than later.

Confidential

A limited guardianship for mental health care purposes 
may qualify as confidential under R.C. 149.43 or Sup.R. 45.

Where to start the guardianship 
process?

You start the process by speaking with your loved one’s 
mental health care doctor.  The doctor would need to 
complete and sign a statement of expert evaluation (probate 
court form) which is filed with the application for a limited 
guardianship for mental health care purposes in the probate 
court of Franklin County, Ohio.  Once the application 
is filed, a hearing will take place to determine whether 
the limited guardianship is necessary and qualifies for 
confidentiality, and if so, who will be the limited guardian 
for mental health care purposes.

Focus on Mental Health Treatment

A limited guardianship for mental health care purposes 
is a court ordered guardianship limited to the mental health 
care treatment of your loved one under R.C. 2111.02(B)(1).

A limited guardianship for mental health purposes may allow 
your loved one to move forward in the treatment of their mental 
health issues with your continued assistance and support.

You might want to consider a limited guardianship for 
mental health care purposes if:

 • Your loved one requires your assistance and support 
to comply with their mental health treatment plan 
goals

 • Your loved one is over the age of 18, or soon reaching 
the age of 18

Key Offerings

 • May be confidential

 • Timely treatment sooner rather than later

 • Continue to support and assist your loved one with their 
mental health treatment plan even after they reach age 18

 • Coordinate mental health care with your loved one 
and their treatment team

Limited Guardianship for Mental 
Health Care Purposes

A person’s involvement in their loved one’s mental 
health care and treatment plan doesn’t have to end when 
the loved one turns 18, or if they are over 18.

Continued support and involvement in a loved one’s 
mental health benefits the individual and the community. 

The Franklin County Probate Court may be able to 
assist you in staying involved in your loved one’s mental 
health care using a limited guardianship for mental health 
care purposes, which may be confidential.
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Stay involved in your 
loved one’s mental 
health care and 
treatment plan through 
a limited guardianship 
for mental health care 
purposes

Disclaimer

This brochure is meant to be a helpful tool and does not contain 
a complete account of guardianship law.  All rights are vested in 
the Ohio Revised Code, the Ohio Rules of Superintendence, the 
Local Rules of Court,and the Ohio case law interpreting them.  
All guardians have responsibilities and must follow the orders of 
the probate court.  
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