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On January 1, 2024, the Franklin County Probate Court adopted Loc.R. 57.5, regarding signatures. The 
following are answers to some frequently asked questions about the court’s standards for signatures based 
on our Local Rules and other laws. 

 

What is an original signature? 

For purposes of filing most documents in this court, Loc.R. 57.5(A)(1) and (2) allow three kinds of 
signatures to be treated as original signatures: 

• A hand-signed signature; 

• An electronic signature verified through a program such as DocuSign; and 

• A typed signature in the format “/s/Signature,” but ONLY under certain circumstances, 
discussed below. 
 

What is considered a hand-signed signature? 

A hand-signed signature, sometimes called a “hand-drawn” or “wet-ink” signature, is a signature created 
by a person physically marking a document with a pen.  The court will generally accept photocopies of 
hand-signed signatures (see below for a more in-depth discussion).  

 

What is considered an electronic signature? 

An electronic signature is any kind of signature which has been applied to a document using electronic 
means. Typed signatures are included, as are signatures drawn on an electronic device (such as a 
computer, tablet, or smartphone) using a finger, stylus, or mouse. Some examples of electronic signatures 
follow: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What is considered a VERIFIED electronic signature? 

A verified electronic signature is an electronic signature with a secure record of how the signature was 
created. The court does not require verified electronic signatures to be “advanced” or “qualified” 
signatures that are created using external proof of the signer’s identity. 

 

Typed signature 

 Signature drawn using a stylus, mouse, or 
finger 

 Typed or drawn signature, surrounded by 
a hash code 

https://probate.franklincountyohio.gov/PBCT-website/media/Documents/PDF/2024-Local-Rules.pdf
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Different programs used to create verified signatures may call their record by different names, such as 
“signature certification,” “certificate of completion,” or “verification page.” A few examples of what the 
record might look like follow:  
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Do I need to file the record which documents how a verified electronic signature was created? 

Yes. Without the appropriate certification or verification page, the court will not consider an electronic 
signature to be verified. Unverified electronic signatures will not be treated as valid original signatures. 
Documents with unverified electronic signatures will be returned unfiled. 

 

When is a signature in the format “/s/Signature” acceptable? 

Under Loc.R. 57.5(A)(2), a typed electronic signature in the format “/s/Signature” will be accepted as an 
original signature ONLY when the person who has signed the document submits the document through 
the signer’s individual e-filing account. Signatures in this format do not need extra verification.  

 

Do all signed documents need to have original signatures? 

Not necessarily, under Loc.R. 57.5(A)(3). In most cases, a copy of a document with an original signature 
will be accepted for filing. For instance, this means that a photocopy of a hand-signed document can be 
filed, as can a print-out of a hand-signed document that has been faxed or emailed to the filer. (Under 
Loc.R. 57.1, the court will generally not accept documents which are sent to the court by fax or email.) 

Under both Loc.R. 57.5(A)(3) and Loc.R. 57.7(B), copies of documents with original signatures must still be 
legible. A document with a non-original signature that cannot easily be read may be rejected, and the filer 
may be requested to file a document with an original signature instead. 

Additionally, even if a copy of a document with an original signature is accepted for filing, the court may 
request that the filer submit the originally signed document if it is not clear that the copy is authentic. 
Accordingly, attorneys are asked to retain documents with original signatures for one year after a case is 
closed. 

 

How do these rules apply to a person’s last will and testament? 

Pursuant to Loc.R. 57.5(A)(4), the court’s general rules about original and non-original signatures, hand-
signed or electronic, do not apply to the will of a decedent. 

To be a valid last will and testament, a person must sign their will at the end, among other requirements. 
See R.C. 2107.03. Ohio law does not currently allow wills to be signed electronically. If you wish to admit 
a decedent’s will to probate, you must apply using the original will itself, with the decedent’s original, 
hand-signed signature. 

If an original will is not available, but you believe the will has been lost or accidentally destroyed instead 
of revoked, you may apply to have the decedent’s lost will admitted to probate using the process described 
in R.C. 2107.26 and R.C. 2107.27. A copy of the decedent’s will may be necessary to prove what the original 
will said. 
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Can I sign a document for someone else? 

Generally, no, you may only sign a document on your own behalf. A signature on a legal document has 
special significance under Civ.R. 11. However, under certain specific circumstances, a person or a court 
may authorize you to sign a document on behalf of someone else.  

Someone with the legal authority to make decisions or act for another adult—such as the appointed 
guardian of an incompetent person or an agent under a power of attorney— may generally sign documents 
filed in this court for the other adult. In these cases, the person signing the document must indicate the 
source of their authority next to the signature and attach proof of their authority. For instance, someone 
might sign a document “Jane Doe by John Q. Public, as guardian,” attaching a copy of their Letters of 
Guardianship. 

A minor child cannot sign many documents themselves, but a parent, guardian, or legal custodian may 
generally sign on their behalf. One common exception to the above is that no one has the authority to sign 
a waiver of notice of probate of will on behalf of a minor child who is 16 or 17 years old. See Civ.R. 4(D), 
4.2(A), 73(G); Loc.R. 59.1.  As above, if an adult is signing on behalf of a child, they must indicate the source 
of their authority, such as by signing “Jane Doe by John Q. Public, father.” 

As a matter of convenience, one attorney may authorize another attorney to sign a document for the first 
attorney. In these cases, the signing attorney must disclose their own Supreme Court Attorney Registration 
Number and the fact of their authorization. Anyone who is not an attorney may not sign a document on 
behalf of an attorney.  Loc.R. 57.5(B); Loc.R. 75.5. 

If a document requires the signature of a court-appointed fiduciary, under Loc.R. 57.5(C), the fiduciary 
must always sign that document personally. An attorney cannot sign such a document for the fiduciary in 
the same way that an attorney can sign other documents, such as motions. Under Loc.R. 57.5(D), if more 
than one fiduciary has been appointed, all current fiduciaries must sign the document together. This 
requirement extends to inventories and accounts under Loc.R. 78.9(F) and Loc.R. 64.1. 

 

Do these rules apply differently to e-filed and paper-filed documents? 

No, the court applies consistent standards to documents filed in paper format and filed electronically, 
except where specifically noted above. Unless otherwise stated, all signature standards now in place will 
continue to apply when all case types are e-filed. 


